
Stark County Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 
October 30, 2025 

 
 
Chairman Dean Franchuk called the meeting of the Stark County Planning and Zoning 
Commission to order at 3:00 pm. Present: Chairman Dean Franchuk, Vice Chairman Paul 
Clarys, Russell Murphy, Dr. Robert Baer, Kurt Froelich, Sue Larsen, Mathew Nicklos, and Larry 
Goldsmith. Absent: Brock White. Also Present: State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad and County 
Planner Steve Josephson. 

Chairman Franchuk welcomed the new board member, Russell Murphy, who represents the City 
of Dickinson.   

Ratify Agenda: Vice Chairman Clarys moved to approve the agenda as presented. Kurt Froelich 
seconded. All voted aye, and motion carried 

Agenda Item 1: Vice Chairman Clarys moved to approve the minutes from the October 2, 2025, 
meeting as presented. Kurt Froelich seconded the motion. All voted aye, and motion carried 

Agenda Item 2: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for SV 01-25. Jared Kessel is 
requesting a vacation of Lots 8A, 8E, 8F,8G, 8H, 8I, 8J, 8L, 9A, 9B, 9D, 9E, 9F, 9G, 9H, 9I, 9J, 
9K, 9L, 11A and 11C  of the First Replat of the Norwegian Creek Subdivision located in Section 
16, Township 139N, Range 99W in Stark County, North Dakota for an area of approximately 123 
acres. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed vacation, subject to the 
findings in the staff report. 

Kurt Froelich moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
requested vacation.  

Vice Chairman Clarys seconded the motion. 

Roll Call: Kurt Froelich – aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Mathew Nicklos - aye, Larry 
Goldsmith – aye, Dr. Robert Baer – aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Sue Larsen – aye, Chairman 
Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried. 

Agenda Item 3: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for FLM 01-25. Jared Kessel is 
requesting a Future Land Use Map category amendment from General Industrial to 
Industrial/Agricultural for Lots 8A, 8E, 8F, 8G, 8H, 8I, 8J, 8L, 9A, 9B, 9D,9E, 9F, 9G, 9H, 9I, 
9J, 9K, 9L, 11A, and 11C of the First Replat of the Norwegian Creek Subdivision located in 



Section 16, Township 139N, Range 99W in Stark County, North Dakota for an area of 
approximately 123 acres.  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed Future Land Use Map 
category amendment, subject to the findings in the staff report. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Larry Goldsmith moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
requested Future Land Use Map category amendment.  

Mathew Nicklos Seconded. 

Roll Call: Larry Goldsmith – aye, Mathew Nicklos – aye, Dr. Robert Baer – aye, Kurt Froelich – 
aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Sue Larsen - aye, Russell Murphy, Chairman Franchuk – aye. 
Motion Carried. 

Agenda Item 4: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for RZ 07-25. Jared Kessel is 
requesting a rezoning from Industrial to Agriculture for Lots 8A, 8E, 8F, 8I, 8J, 9A, 9B, 9E, 9F, 
9I, 9J, 11A, and 11C of the First Replat of the Norwegian Creek Subdivision located in Section 
16, Township 139N, Range 99W in Stark County, North Dakota for an area of approximately 76 
acres.  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning, subject to the 
findings in the staff report and contingent upon the commission’s approval of the vacation and 
the future land use map amendment. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Dr. Robert Baer moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
requested rezoning from Industrial to Agriculture. 

Russell Murphy seconded.  

Roll Call Vote: Dr. Robert Baer – aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Sue Larsen – aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – 
aye, Kurt Froelich – aye, Mathew Nicklos - aye, Larry Goldsmith – aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. 
Motion Carried.  

Agenda Item 5: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for RZ 08-25. Jared Kessel is 
requesting a rezoning from Industrial to Agriculture for Lots 8G, 8H, 8L, 9D, 9G, 9H, 9K, and 
9L of the First Replat of the Norwegian Creek Subdivision located in Section 16, Township 
139N, Range 99W in Stark County, North Dakota, for an area of approximately 47 acres. 



 Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning, subject to the 
findings in the staff report and contingent upon the commission’s approval of the vacation and 
the future land use map amendment.  

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Mathew Nicklos moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
requested rezoning from Industrial to Agriculture.  

Larry Goldsmith Seconded.  

Roll Call: Mathew Nicklos – aye, Larry Goldsmith – aye, Dr. Robert Baer – aye, Kurt Froelich – 
aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Sue Larsen – aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Chairman Franchuk 
– aye. Motion Carried. 

Agenda Item 6: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for ZTA 09-25, a proposed 
amendment to Section 3.11 Floodplain Management of the Stark County, North Dakota Zoning 
Ordinance.   

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment, subject to the 
findings in the staff report. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing 

Sue Larsen moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
requested proposed amendment. 

Dr. Robert Baer Seconded. 

Roll Call: Sue Larsen – aye, Dr. Robert Baer - aye, Larry Goldsmith - aye, Mathew Nicklos – 
aye, Kurt Froelich – aye, Paul Clarys - aye, Russell Murphy – aye. Chairman Franchuk – aye. 
Motion carried. 

Planner Items: Planner Josephson is planning a workshop to discuss amending the County’s 
subdivision requirements to include a process for vacating subdivisions. Planner Josephson is 
also planning to review the subdivision regulations and recommend updates.  

Larry Goldsmith moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chairman Clarys seconded. All voted aye. 
Motion carried. 

 


