
Stark County Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 
July 31, 2025 

 
 
Chairman Dean Franchuk called the meeting of the Stark County Planning and Zoning 
Commission to order at 3:00pm. Present: Chairman Dean Franchuk, Vice Chairman Paul Clarys, 
Sue Larsen, Mathew Nicklos, Larry Goldsmith, Dr. Robert Baer, Joe Ridl. Absent: Kurt 
Froelich, Brock White. Also Present: State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad, County Planner Steve 
Josephson. 

Agenda Item 1: Sue Larsen moved to approve the minutes from the June 26, 2025 meeting as 
presented. Larry Goldsmith seconded the motion. All voted aye and motion carried. 

Agenda Item 2: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for FSP 01-25. David and Nila 
Meuchel request approval of a final subdivision plat of the Meuchel Subdivision located in a 
portion of E ½ of Section 1, Township 139N, Range 95W and in a portion of the SE ¼ of Section 
36,  Township 140N, Range 95W in Stark County, North Dakota. The property is approximately 
204.49 acres.  

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Staff Recommendation: Planner Josephson recommends approval of the proposed final 
subdivision plat subject to the following conditions: 

1. Prior to final plat approval the applicant shall address the engineering review 
comments attached to the staff report; 

2. Recordation of the Meuchel Subdivision shall occur only after the County has 
received and reviewed the road maintenance plan for the internal subdivision road. 

3. Prior to final subdivision plat approval, the applicants shall submit a weed control 
plan that has been reviewed and approved by the Stark County Weed Officer. The 
applicants shall provide a copy of the required weed control plan to the Stark County 
Zoning Administrator; and 

4. The applicant shall be responsible for the cost of any additional engineering review 
and analysis required by Stark County.  

Vice Chairman Clarys moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
of the requested final subdivision plat for David and Nila Meuchel. 

Larry Goldsmith seconded the motion. 

Roll Call: Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Larry Goldsmith – aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Mathew Nicklos 
– aye, Sue Larsen – aye, Joe Ridl – aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye.  



Planner Items: Planner Josephson reminded the Planning and Zoning Commission that the 
North Dakota Association of Counties and the League of Cities are preparing a model ordinance 
for Data Centers. Any proposed amendments to the Stark County Zoning Ordinance to include 
data centers will not take place until the model ordinance is presented. The August 28, 2025 
Planning and Zoning Meeting will be cancelled if no applications are received by the submittal 
deadline. Planner Josephson plans to propose three zoning code amendments to the Stark County 
Zoning Ordinance regarding banquet/reception hall requirements, code violations, and floodplain 
management, at the next meeting. 

Larry Goldsmith moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chairman Clarys seconded. All voted aye. 
Motion carried. 

 


