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Stark County Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 

February 26th, 2026 

 

Chairman Dean Franchuk called the meeting of the Stark County Planning and Zoning 

Commision to order at 3:00 pm 

 

 Present: Chairman Dean Franchuk, Vice Chairman Paul Clarys, Russell Murphy, Dr. Robert 

Baer, Kurt Froelich, Mathew Nicklos. Absent: Brock White, Larry Goldsmith. Also Present: 

State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad and County Planner Steve Josephson. Sue Larson attended 

the meeting virtually.   

 

County Planner, Steve Josephson, announced Brock White, has sent in his resignation from the 

Planning and Zoning Board. Steve also announced that Administrative Assistant, Charlotte 

Vermullen, has resigned from her position in the Auditor’s office.  

 

Ratify Agenda: Vice Chairman Clarys moved to approve the agenda as presented. Robert Baer 

seconded. All voted aye, and motion carried 

 

Agenda Item 1: Kurt Froelich moved to approve the minutes from the January 29th, 2026, 

meeting as presented. Mathew Nicklos seconded the motion. All voted aye, and motion carried 

 

Agenda Item 2: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for RZ 01-2026. Dakota Hayes 

is requesting a rezoning from Ag to Estate residential for an approximately 11.7-acre property 

located in the NW4 of the NW4 of Section 28, Township 139N, Range 95W in Stark County, 

North Dakota. 

 

 Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

  

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing.  

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the proposed rezoning, subject to the 

findings in the staff report.  

 

Mathew Nicklos moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 

rezoning. 

  

Murphy seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Nicklos – aye, Murphy – aye, Clarys - aye, Froelich – aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Larsen– 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried. 

 

Agenda Item 3: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for MSP 02-2026. Dakota Hayes 

is requesting approval of a minor subdivision plat for Wolf Acres Sub for an approximately 11.7-

acre property located in the NW4 of the NW4 of Section 28, Township 139N, Range 95W in 

Stark County, North Dakota.  
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 Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the minor subdivision, subject to the 

findings in the staff report.  

 

Kurt Froelich moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 

minor subdivision plat.  

 

Dr. Baer seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Froelich – aye, Baer – aye, Clarys - aye, Nicklos– aye, Murphy – aye, Larsen – aye, 

Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried. 

 

Agenda Item 4: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for RZ 02-2026. Russ & Kristin 

Schmidt are requesting a rezoning from Ag to Ag Residential for an approximately 10-acre 

property located in the NE4 of Section 31, Township 139N, Range 95W in Stark County, North 

Dakota.  

 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the rezoning, subject to the findings in 

the staff report.  

 

Vice Chair Clarys moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for 

the requested rezoning.  

 

Murphy seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Clarys – aye, Murphy – aye, Nicklos - aye, Froelich– aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Larsen – 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried 

 

Agenda Item 5: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for MSP 03-2026. Russ & 

Kristin Schmidt are requesting approval for a minor subdivision plat of the R&K Schmidt 

Subdivision for an approximately 10-acre property located in the NE4 of Section 31, Township 

139N, Range 95W in Stark County, North Dakota.  

 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the minor subdivision plat, subject to 

the findings in the staff report. 
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Froelich moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 

requested minor subdivision plat.  

 

Nicklos seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Froelich – aye, Nicklos – aye, Murphy - aye, Clarys– aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Larsen – 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried 

 

Agenda Item 5: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for ZTA 01-2026 Proposed 

Amendments to section 3.11 Floodplain Management of the Stark County North Dakota Zoning 

Ordinance.  

 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the Amendment to the Flood Plain 

Ordinance 3.11, subject to the findings in the staff report. 

 

Nicklos moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for Amendment 

to the Flood Plain Ordinance 3.11. 

 

Clarys seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Nicklos – aye, Clarys – aye, Murphy - aye, Froelich– aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Larsen – 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried 

 

Agenda Item 5: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for ZTA 02-2026 Proposed 

Amendments to Section 6.3 Commercial Feed Lots of the Stark County, North Dakota Zoning 

Ordinance.  

 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the Amendment to Section 6.3 

Commercial Feed Lots, subject to the findings in the staff report. 

 

Froelich moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for 

Amendment to section 6.3 Commercial Feed Lots of the Stark County, North Dakota Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 

Clarys seconded the motion.  
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Roll Call: Froelich – aye, Clarys – aye, Dr. Baer - aye, Nicklos– aye, Murphy – aye, Larsen – 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried 

 

Agenda Item 5: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for ZTA 03-2026 for the 

following sections of the Stark County North Dakota Zoning Ordinance: 

Section 4.1 Zoning Districts 

Section 5.6 Commercial Districts 

• 5.6.1 Permitted Uses 

• 5.6.2 Conditional Uses 

Section 7.17 Tree Planting 

 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request.  

 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended approval of the Amendment to Sections 4.1, 5.6 & 

7.17, subject to the findings in the staff report. 

 

Nicklos moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for Amendment 

to section 4.1, 5.6 & 7.17 

 

Murphy seconded the motion.  

 

Roll Call: Nicklos – aye, Murphy – aye, Clarys - aye, Froelich– aye, Dr. Baer – aye, Larsen – 

aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carried 

 

Planner Items: Planner Josephson asked for members of the Planning and Zoning Commission 

to review and discuss the modelData Center ordinance drafted by a task for headed by the North 

Dakota Association of Counties and the North Dakota League of Cities. Dr. Baer and Paul 

Clarys volunteered. Secondly, Planner Josephson  discussed   researching short-term rentals and 

proposing amendments to the   Zoning Ordinance. Commissioner Murphy expressed supportfor 

this research project. Finally, Planner Josephson brought to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission’s attention that two counties in the State have approved battery energy storage 

systems (BESS), and that  Stark County has been contacted by developers interested in applying 

for a BESS  in the near future.  

 

Chairman Franchuk moved to adjourn the meeting. Mathew Nicklos seconded. All voted aye. 

Motion carried.  
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