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Stark County Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 

December 18, 2025 

 

 

Chairman Dean Franchuk called the meeting of the Stark County Planning and Zoning 

Commission to order at 3:00 pm. Present: Chairman Dean Franchuk, Vice Chairman Paul 

Clarys, Russell Murphy, Kurt Froelich, Sue Larsen, and Mathew Nicklos. Absent: Brock White, 

Larry Goldsmith, and Dr. Robert Baer. Also Present: State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad and 

County Planner Steve Josephson. 

Ratify Agenda: Russell Murphy moved to approve the agenda as presented. Vice Chairman 

Clarys seconded. All voted aye, and motion carried 

Agenda Item 1: Kurt Froelich moved to approve the minutes from the October 30, 2025, 

meeting as presented. Sue Larsen seconded the motion. All voted aye, and motion carried 

Agenda Item 2: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for RZ 09-25. George and Linda 

Sykora are requesting a rezoning from Agriculture to Rural Residential for an approximately 

5.66-acre property with an address of 3120 106th Ave SW, located in the NW¼ of Section 9, 

Township 140N, Range 95W in Stark County, North Dakota.  

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed rezoning, subject to the 

findings in the staff report. 

Kurt Froelich moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 

requested rezoning.  

Mathew Nicklos seconded the motion. 

Roll Call: Kurt Froelich – aye, Mathew Nicklos – aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Sue Larsen – 

aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carries.  

Agenda Item 3: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for MSP 07-25. George and 

Linda Sykor are requesting approval of a minor subdivision plat of the Sykor Subdivision for a 

5.66-acre property with an address of 3120 106th Ave SW, located in the NW¼  of Section 9, 

Township 140N, Range 95W in Stark County, North Dakota.  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed minor subdivision plat, 

subject to the findings in the staff report. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 
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Mathew Nicklos moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 

requested minor subdivision plat.  

Vice Chairman Clarys Seconded. 

Roll Call: Mathew Nicklos – aye, Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Kurt Froelich – aye, Sue Larsen – 

aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carries. 

Agenda Item 4: Chairman Franchuk opened the public hearing for VAR 01-25. Michael and 

Alecia Pretzer are requesting a variance to Section 3.7.3 of the Stark County, North Dakota 

Zoning Ordinance requiring the minimum setback for tree plantings from all section lines and the 

center line of county roads shall be 125 feet. If approved, this would result in a variance of 49 

feet.  The 40.10-acre property has an address of 3254 94th Ave SW and is located in the W½ of 

the W½ of Section 16, Township 140N, Range 93W in Stark County, North Dakota.   

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the proposed variance to Section 3.7.3 

of the Stark County, North Dakota Zoning Ordinance, subject to the findings in the staff report. 

Chairman Franchuk asked for anyone to speak either for or against the request. 

Chairman Franchuk closed the public hearing. 

Vice Chairman Clarys moved to recommend approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission for 

the requested Zoning Ordinance Variance.  

Kurt Froelich seconded.  

Roll Call Vote: Vice Chairman Clarys – aye, Kurt Froelich – aye, Mathew Nicklos – aye, Sue Larsen – 

aye, Russell Murphy – aye, Chairman Franchuk – aye. Motion Carries.  

Roll Call: Sue Larsen – aye, Dr. Robert Baer – aye, Larry Goldsmith – aye, Mathew Nicklos – 

aye, Kurt Froelich – aye, Paul Clarys – aye, Russell Murphy – aye. Chairman Franchuk – aye. 

Motion carried. 

Planner Items: Planner Josephson presented the Planning and Zoning Commission with the 

proposed 2026 Planning and Zoning Schedule.  

Vice Chairman moved to approve the 2026 Planning & Zoning Schedule. 

Kurt Froelich Seconded. All voted aye. Motion carries.  

Daulton Pearson from NextEra Energy Resources presented information regarding Battery 

Energy Storage Systems. NextEra Energy Resources plans to construct a Battery Energy Storage 

System in the same vicinity as its Brady Wind Farm, located in south-central Stark County, in 

2027.   

Sue Larsen moved to adjourn the meeting. Russell Murphy seconded. All voted aye. Motion 

carried. 


