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Chairman Messer called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:00 a.m. Commissioners Present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, Sheriff Corey Lee, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Human Resources Joetta Pearcy, Tax Director Natalie Wandler, and Emergency Services
Director Alaynea Decker.

Messer adds the proposed safety sales tax.
MOTION BY: Clarys ~ SECONDED BY: White
To ratify the agenda as amended.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes from August 5, 2025.
MOTION BY: Franchuk  SECONDED BY: Clarys

To accept the August 5, 2025 minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the August 15, 2025 special meeting.
MOTION BY: Clarys  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the August 15 special meeting minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the accounts payable.

MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Marsh

To approve the bills.

Roll call: White —aye, Marsh —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys —aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Marsh reports the Fairground Director has resigned, and he suggests some potential restructuring and
looking for a replacement. White says the road department will make sure everything is winterized this
year. Clarys adds that the Lakeview playground equipment will be arriving, and the road department
will get the ground ready.

Messer presents a change order for the Livestock Building, $50,500.00 for tie beams; he is looking for
conditional approval.

MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the change order.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Messer introduces Wayne Schatz as the new Grounds and Building Director. Schatz gives an overview of
his prior experience of 26 years with Dickinson Public Schools.

Messer opens the discussion for the Library and Airport funding requests. The Airport has requested $4
million. White says the airport is important and gives us an avenue to leave Dickinson. Clarys is
concerned with the cost, but it is an investment in the future. Messer agrees that cost is a concern and
thinks it is critical for our area to have a functional airport with the ability to get a second gate. He
believes we could split it over a couple of years. Marsh also struggles with the cost and wonders if Stark
County will see the benefit of the 4-million-dollar investment. Franchuk agrees with splitting it over a
couple of years.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve $1.75 million for 2026, given when they break ground, no sooner than January 1, 2026, and
the following payment at the completion of the project in 2027, for a total of $4 million.

DISCUSSION: Messer states this would be a recommendation for the budget meeting on the 16", where
it would be formally adopted.

Roll call: White — aye, Marsh — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Marsh discusses the Library funding request of $750,000; he struggles with some of the spending

policies, such as when bills are presented to the board, they have already been paid. He feels there is
still room in the existing library space for more books. White says the soil is an issue and will increase
the cost significantly. Messer feels we have a lot of big fish to fry in our future, and he doesn’t see an



immediate need for 2026 to get in on this when we have a lot of other things going on. Messer asks for
a motion on moving forward on the Library funding request 3 times with no response.

Dustin Dassinger, City of Dickinson Administrator, addresses a proposed 1% Public Safety City Sales Tax,
which will be drafted as a resolution for approval at the next city commission meeting. Then it would be
on the ballot for the public to vote on in June. The tax would be approximately $7 million annually, with
20% going to Stark County, to be used for Police, Fire, EMS, Jail needs, and Emergency Management.
Dassinger will come back to the Commission in October with the formally drafted resolution for the
support of the County.

Marsh leaves the meeting.

Lee gives his September report; he has hired a new warrants clerk who will start in late October. Lee
reports that the K-9 shifts are on a power shift from 2 p.m. to 2 a.m., and they are seeing more usage, as
that is peak time. Kind Hearts Day is this coming Saturday from 10 — 3. Lee offered his support of the
Public Safety Sales Tax.

Miller reports the road department has been hauling material, doing cattle guard replacement, and have
gotten salt and sand ready for winter. The road department is hosting the NDLTAP training in Dickinson
on October 9. Miller provides an overview of current projects. He then presents a new fee schedule
and is asking for the commission’s approval. Approach permits are going from $25 to $250. White
suggests moving the unauthorized utility fee from $7,500 to $2,500. Miller suggests moving the
unauthorized approach fee to $1,000.

MOTION BY: Clarys  SECONDED BY: White

To approve the permitting fee schedule with the change from $7,500 to $2,500.

Roll call: Clarys —aye, White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Jeremy Wood, Northern Plains Engineering, updated the commission on the paving and seal coat project
on 32" and 107". They are working on finishing the project documents. 131°' and 48" project, the 48"
St portion is complete, and the 131* portion will be finished in a week. The 33" and 110" project will
start next week.

right-of-way negotiations. The structure replacement just west of South Heart is in its final stages and is
closed until there is a bridge inspection. The West Broadway overlay project had a pre-construction
meeting held and construction will start towards the end of September.

Andrew Krebs, KLJ, updated on the roundabout project; they have been working with landowners on l

Darrell Emmil, speaking on behalf of Five D’s Trust, addressed the commission regarding the SE % of
Section 22 and all of Section 27-138-99. Asking for the fence line to be restored along 46'™ St SW
between the SW % of Section 22 and the NW % of Section 27, and along 29'™" Ave SW between Section 21
and Section 22 to the vertical plain of 33 feet off the section line. On or about July 29, Byron Richard
called their land renter and asked the renter if they felt they would share in the cost of moving the
fence. On August 15" he noticed the fence on 46™ St SW had been moved to eliminate the vertical
plane of 33 feet, moving it to the middle of the section line. At the Quarter line, the new fence has
closed the gate that was there, so passage is now limited to an ATV only. They are currently in
negotiation for the sale of the SE % of Section 22, and the only access point is now illegally closed. He
would like the commission to issue an order to restore the 33-foot setback. Messer says there is some
conflict in NDCC regarding the construction of fences being an obstruction, and in another section, it
says fences are not an obstruction. Clarys would like the State’s Attorney to review this information
before they make any decision. Engelstad will take a look at this and provide further guidance. Don
Emmil also addressed the commission, saying they have several water dams there, and with the oil
going on, they could sell water if the section line was open.

Messer opens the 10:00 a.m. Public Abatement Hearing at 10:08 a.m. Attorney Nathan Stittleburg with
Nyhus Law Firm, representing the property owner Tzadik Blue Hawk, LLC, addressed the commission.
He believes this is a dispute on value and is requesting the commission confirm the city’s abatement for
2023 and the corresponding tax refund. He says the property was purchased in 2021 for $1,517,500 in
an arm's-length transaction. The property was appraised in 2022 at $2,250,000. The 2023 true and full
value was assessed at $4,210,800. Requesting that the true and full value for 2023 be set at the
appraisal, and the difference is $1,960,800. The city did its own voluntary reassessment in 2024,
bringing the true and full value down to $2,840,600. He noted that since the purchase of this property,
it has also lost access to parking. Property Manager, Melissa Wieler, states there are 47 apartments in
this property, and they are affordable rents, mostly all under $1,000, and they were built originally as
student housing so they have smaller kitchen appliances and smaller rooms, thus why this property
should be valued at a lesser amount per unit than other multi-family units. Messer feels that a value of
$50,000 per unit is low. Joe Hirschfeld, City of Dickinson Assessor, says ND values are based on true and
full values, and a sales/ratio analysis, and value set at a median. Based on that, 50% of the sales are
going to be assessed above their sales price. There is no requirement to meet someone else’s appraised




value. The $4,210,800 valuation was based on the property and what other properties are selling for. It
might be high based on income, and when Vanguard came in 2024, they felt it was high and lowered it
to $2.8 million. Hirschfeld is open to setting the value for 2023 at $2.8 million. Messer feels going down
to the $2.250 million that the city set is a big leap for the rest of the multi-family taxpayers and is not
fair. Attorney Chris Nyhus addressed the commission via Zoom and clarified how the property was
purchased from a bank, maintaining it was an arms-length transaction. He feels that $2.25 million is
appropriate for the 2023 value. Messer agrees that the $4.2 million in 2023 was too high but also feels
the $2.25 million is significantly under market.

MOTION BY: Messer  SECONDED BY: Clarys

To set the 2023 assessed value at $2.9 million.

Roll call: Clarys —aye, Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Break 10:44 a.m. to 10:55 a.m.

Laura Feldman, Executive Director of Home on the Range, addressed the commission, explaining that
they are a residential treatment program serving boys and girls ages 12-17 and are a working cattle
ranch. They do multiple types of therapy and are known for working with teens. Between 2020 and
2024, 39 kids from Stark County were assisted by Home on the Range. Before June of 2024, the children
attended public school, but they found that it wasn’t a good fit for these kids. Badlands Learning Center
was opened onsite at Home on the Range, and they have seen great results. Dunn and McKenzie
County have provided funds to get the school off the ground. Since June 3, 2024, 80 students have been
served through the school. They are fundraising for an addition to the school building — allowing 2
separate classrooms for girls and 2 separate classrooms for boys. The total expense of the project is
$3.2 million, and they have raised $1.3 million so far. She is looking for funds from Stark County to assist
with this project. Messer says the budgeting meeting is on the 16™ of September, and they will take this
request forward to that date.

Decker reports that all community lifelines are stable. 69 total fire calls in August. September is
National Preparedness Month, and preparation starts at home. She encourages everyone to know their
risks and build their emergency supply kit with 96 hours of supplies included.

LT. Mike Hanel with the Dickinson Police Department spoke with the commission regarding the 911
dispatch center. He is looking for a letter of support to expand the dispatch center by 2 additional
dispatchers. The dispatch center answers calls for Police, Fire, and EMS throughout Stark County and is
a shared expense between the City and County. Currently, there are 14 dispatchers plus a supervisor;
they have a minimum of 2 dispatchers on duty at all times and would ideally have that at 3. The
complexity of calls over the past several years has increased. Currently down 2 dispatchers and a third
just put in notice, with one in training. Ideally, they should be staffed at 16.67 dispatchers, which would
make them 2 short, thus this request. The county covers 37% and the city 63%; this increase would be
an approximate $58,000 increase on the county side.

MOTION BY: Clarys  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To execute the letter of support in favor of this.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer presents the Opioid Settlement and states that Engelstad recommends we opt in.
MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To opt in to the Opioid settlement.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents a list of checks that are over 1 year old to be cancelled.
MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Clarys

To cancel the checks.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents the pledge previously approved by the commission for a firetruck for the Gladstone Fire
Department —up to $83,400.00. The final request is $67,340.00, and she is looking for the commission to
release those funds.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To release the $67,340.00 to the Gladstone Fire Department.

Roll call: White —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

White discusses that since longevity has been removed, the subject of years of service and health
insurance has been brought up. Richard reviewed a breakdown of the current health insurance costs
and what percentage is employee and what the county covers. Currently, Stark County covers 90% of a
Single plan and 80% of other standard plans, 100% of the high-deductible plans, along with an HSA
match. The estimated yearly cost is $1.056 million for Stark County and $181,000 for the employees.
White doesn’t feel that longevity was a retention tool but feels we could look at increasing the
percentage the county pays based on years of service. Messer feels the insurance has much more



attraction for longevity than our existing longevity plan. There will be further discussion on this at the
September 16" meeting.

Messer notes there are no public comments.

The total of all bills approved from August 6, 2025, through September 5, 2025, equals $936,620.34.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
anytime during regular business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 11:59 a.m., Commissioner Clarys SECONDED,
Adjourned.
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