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July 1 2025

Chairman Messer called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:00 a.m. Commissioners Present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, Sheriff Corey Lee, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Human Resources Joetta Pearcy, Planner Stephen Josephson, and Emergency Services
Director Alaynea Decker.

Messer adds bid opening for CP-45-2501. White adds a joint powers agreement.
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To ratify the agenda as amended.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes from June 3, 2025.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve the June 3, 2025 meeting minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes from June 18, 2025.
MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer adds $761.64 for reimbursement of Vision Zero training and flight. Richard adds Bravera property
renewal $28,415.00 and a progress estimate for CP-45-2303 for $19,721.52.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve accounts payable - $3,185,460.95.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

Sherry Adams, SWDHU Executive Officer, addresses the commission. She reports the annual meeting
will be July 31, 2025 and a quorum will be needed from each county. The budget will hold even for
another year at $1,575,000. She has had 3 staff retire and will not be filling those positions. They will be
able to increase revenue by increasing fees for things such as water samples. She also reports that they
have lost federal grants, approximately $350,000, and may potentially be losing the Women’s Way
program.

Lee presents his month of June report; there have been no incidents in Roughrider Days to date. Asks
for the Richardton policing fees for the month of August to be waived for Operyland Days. Lee is also
looking for approval on the South Heart contract. He inquires about budgeting info and when it should
be turned in. Messer says that on July 15" there will be preliminary guidelines given. Lee reports there
will be a position opening in August or September as a clerk will be leaving, and he is asking permission
to interview for that position.

Messer calls for approval of the Joint Powers Agreement with South Heart.
MOTION BY: White =~ SECONDED BY: Marsh

To approve the Chair signing off on the Joint Powers Agreement.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer says that he is struggling with the waiving of fees for Opryland Days as Richardton took their mils
from 39 to almost 90. Franchuk feels that they are getting great service for $1000.00 a month and that
they should look at maybe increasing that fee in the future. No additional action taken.

MOTION BY: Marsh ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve interviewing for the position that will be vacated.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Miller updates the commission on the Road Department — they have been hauling gravel and shale,
blading roads, and culvert replacements. Miller reports a bridge south of Richardton needed to be
closed — to replace the bridge would be $1.7 million, and a box culvert would be $500,000, and the work
would be done by the road crew themselves. He will have an update on this by the end of the month.



Andrew Krebs, KLJ, updates the commission on the roundabout project, and they have been working
with the landowners on right-of-ways. The box culvert project south of South Heart is still on hold, and
they are hoping to start after the 4" of July.

James Kadrmas, Interstate Engineering, provided an update on the bridge removal south of Belfield.
Plans have been approved by Miller, and a final plan has been provided by the NDDOT.

Jeremy Wood, Northern Plains, provided an update on 32" and 107" and that the striping should be
completed today and the signs removed. 131°' and 48 St has the 48" St portion complete, and they
will be starting on the 131° portion mid-July.

Andrew Schrank, Highlands Engineering, representing the owner of the Southfork Acres 2" Subdivision,
addressed the commission. The lots were originally platted in 2024, and the owner has been working
with the City to split this into 8 lots. The city is concerned about access as more lots are developed
along the existing private access easement. There have been additional covenants put in place
regarding each lot owner maintaining the road, and an Emergency Access Agreement has also been
drafted to cover the emergency vehicle access, saying the owners have to maintain the road to allow for
emergency vehicle access. If they don’t maintain the road, the county can notify the owners, and if the
owners do not maintain/improve the road, the county can come in and do the repairs and assess the lot
owners. Messer calls for approval to authorize the execution of the Emergency Access Agreement.
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the execution of the Emergency Access Agreement.

AMENDED MOTION BY: White AMENDED SECOND BY: Clarys

To approve the execution of the Emergency Access Agreement, subject to review by the State’s Attorney.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Decker reports all community lifelines are good. 61 total fire calls in Stark County for June. Decker
recapped the June 19" and 20" storm with an EF-1 tornado and large hail. Community gathering
locations were opened on the 20™ and citizen notifications were sent; under 30 people utilized those
locations. Decker also reminds everyone with the 4™ of July approaching that fireworks are restricted
when the burn restriction is at high or above — currently at moderate.

Kelly Gillen, Vision Zero Coordinator for the Western Region, introduced herself and provided a brief
overview of the vision of Vision Zero.

Messer presents a Letter of Support for the Enchanted Highway. Hettinger County is taking the lead in
trying to get the Enchanted Highway into the NDDOT system and would like a letter of support from
Stark County.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve signing a Letter of Support for the Enchanted Highway project..

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents RZ 04-25 Central Dakota Frontier Cooperative, requesting an amendment to the
zoning conditions, as they would like to add an automatic diesel fuel station.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve RZ 04-25 for Central Dakota Frontier Cooperative.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents ZTA 02-25, a proposed amendment to Article Ill and Article VI regarding accessory
dwelling units, which would make that administrative and not required to go in front of the commission.
MOTION BY: Clarys ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve ZTA 02-25.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents a clean-up to Section 1.3 of the Stark County Zoning Ordinance. This ordinance
currently references the Comprehensive Plan Update 2010, and this would strike 2010 and would just
reference the Stark County Comprehensive Plan.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve ZTA 07-25.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents in Section 8.3 Conditional Use Permits, it appears to give the Planning and Zoning
Commission the power to revoke a Conditional Use Permit, when it should be that the Planning and Zoning
can make the recommendation to revoke, but it then goes to the County Commission for final approval.
MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve ZTA 08-25.

All voted aye, motion carried.




Break 9:55 a.m. to 10:05 a.m.
Messer calls the meeting back to order at 10:05 a.m.

Messer opens the SRF-0045 West Broadway St Project bid opening. Richard and Engelstad open the
bids and read them as follows:

Northern Improvement: $298,811.25

Central Specialties Incorporated: $366,502.00

Andrew Krebs took the bid packets to review.

Messer opens the CP-45(25)01 33'* & 110" St Project bid opening. Richard and Engelstad open the bids
and read them as follows:

Martin Construction Inc: $417,672.33

Edward Schwartz Construction Inc: $482,520.96

Baranko Brothers Inc: $621,947.60

Hlebechuk Construction Inc: $419,598.85

Gratech Company, LLC: $506,386.82

Liberty Dirtwork, LLC: $513,674.80

Jeremy Wood took the bid packets to review.

Messer opens the Highlands Properties Abatement Hearing at 10:20 a.m. Wandler reports the
abatement is for the 2024 tax year, and the valuation set by the city is $637,300. The owner is asking for
$434,700. The city has denied this abatement, and the owner didn’t supply any information on why it
should be reduced.

MOTION BY: Marsh  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To deny the application for abatement.

Roll call: Marsh —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, White — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

Messer opens the Blotske Abatement hearing. Wandler reports that the square footage is incorrect on
the property record card. The city has approved the 2023 and 2024 abatement.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh

To approve the 2023 request.

Roll call: Franchuk — aye, Marsh —aye, White — aye, Clarys — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh
To approve the 2024 request.
Roll call: Franchuk — aye, Marsh —aye, White — aye, Clarys — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

Chris Keller, City of Dickinson Engineer, provides an update on the Dickinson Area Library project. He
reports our library is the 3" most visited library in the state of ND. In 2024, there were 39,262
attendees at the library — the 2" most in ND. The purpose of the library project is to enhance and
protect the quality of the library services. The project includes a little over 2,547 square feet of new
addition. One of the key goals is to create a clear separation between adult and children's collections.
The project also reduces the risk of water infiltration, which has been an issue in the past. Total cost is
anticipated at $3,412,000. The library is requesting $750,000 in support from Stark County. Messer says
this will need to go through our budget process.

Messer presents the proposal for Public Comments Resolution, which he and Engelstad tweaked to fit
how they felt would best fit for how Stark County functions. They will have to register to speak prior to
the meeting. They have 3 minutes to speak, but Messer says they will give them more time if needed. A
card needs to be presented that has the name, address, and topic, and then they will present in order
received.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To adopt this policy, have it reviewed annually, and also post it on the county website for at least 60 days.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Jeremiah Kirkpatrick, IT Coordinator, addressed the commission regarding 365 Migration. He reports the
365 Migration grant has been approved: overall estimated cost is $233,176.95, grant contribution is
$137,254.60, and county contribution is $95,922.35. Kirkpatrick would like $45,000 in additional dollars
as he does not have enough left in his budget. FEMA grant that will pay 70% of the cost of 365 migration,
training, and licenses. Clarys says this is a major step forward as far as county security. Richard asks about
the yearly cost of $37,000 and if it would be possibly cheaper to purchase through the state. Kirkpatrick
was not aware of this and will follow up on the cost. Messer and Marsh would like to see the information
from the state before making a decision. Kirkpatrick will bring more information back to the 15"
commission meeting.



Andrew Krebs advises that he went through the bills from the paving project bid, and everything looks
good.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve and accept the low bid for the West Broadway project.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

Jeremy Wood advises that the bids check out, and the as read bid by Martin Construction for
$417,672.33 is the confirmed low bid, and he recommends awarding the project to Martin Construction.
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve and accept the low bid from Martin Construction for $417,672.33.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer - aye, motion carried.

The commission thanks Mike Dschaak for his service to Stark County.
The total of all bills approved from June 4, 2025, through July 1, 2025, equals $3,185,460.95.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
anytime during regular business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 11:07 a.m., Commissioner Marsh SECONDED,
Adjourned.
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Karen Richard, Auditor Neal Messer, Chairman




