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May 5, 2026

Chairman Messer called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:20 a.m. Commissioners present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad, Sheriff
Corey Lee, Road Supervisor Todd Miller, Buildings and Grounds Wayne Schatz, County Agent Kurt
Froelich, and Emergency Services Director Alaynea Scott.

Engelstad suggests adding the Park Board organization; Messer adds it to the agenda.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To ratify the agenda with the addition of the Park Board discussion.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the April 7, 2026 meeting. Franchuk corrects the spelling of
Justin Wall.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White

To approve the minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of April 13, 2026. Franchuk corrects the minutes that Sue Larsen
submitted a petition with signatures; it should say she didn’t submit, she has one.

MOTION BY: Clarys  SECONDED BY: White

To approve the April 13% Special meeting minutes, with the deletion as submitted by Commissioner
Franchuk.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the April 27, 2026 meeting.
MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: White

To approve the minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Franchuk questions the 24/7 program and why we are paying bills back into 2025. Lee is going to look
into it.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the Accounts Payable for $814,254.12.

Roll call: Clarys — aye, Franchuk — aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

White presents a bill for Hlebechuk Construction to complete the project on 131% for $11,871.96 for
approval to pay.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To pay.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Messer presents years of service recognition to the following employees: Lana Jahner — 5 years; Jake
VanDoorn — 5 years; Trudie Neurohr — 10 years; Ralph Poikus — 10 years; Dixie Schulz — 20 years.

White presents a Park Board bill to Tooz Construction for the electrical - $8,667.00.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To pay the $8,867.00.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Marsh

To review the Park Board and the path going forward to establish the Park Board with 2 Commissioners
and up to 5 other Park Board members, subject to the State’s Attorney Review.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Lee presents his April 2026 report to the Commission, along with a report on the Truck Reg. He reports
they have been dealing with a lot of sex crimes, and also reports on fires in the county they are assisting
in. They have been preparing for the time from June 29 to July 6 and anticipate a large amount of overtime
then.



Andrew Krebs, KU, updated the commission on current projects: the roundabout has received comments
on the draft environmental document and is ready to submit the final after the county approves. Clarys
says he has received questions from the public on the roundabout and asks about costs. Krebs saysitis a
90/10 cost share, and the total project cost is estimated at $4.8 million. Clarys asks what safety issues led
up to the decision for a roundabout. Krebs says there have been a number of accidents at this
intersection, and the DOT has a list of high-crash intersections that are considered dangerous, so it is a
safety issue. Construction is anticipated in the Summer of 2027.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys
To approve the signature for KU.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Krebs reports on the other projects: Chip seal on West Broadway should start by the end of the summer.
30t St structure replacement north of Richardton was bid last month, and construction is scheduled for
2026. The other chip seal was bid through the DOT, and Astech was the low bid at $1,245,978.77, and
construction is scheduled for 2026.

MIOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys
To have the resolution SC-4500(051) signed.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Miller presents the road report, crack sealing, and route & rubber operations are completed. They have
been pulling shoulders on the roads, which pulls the gravel onto the road from the shoulders. He also
reports that 12,500 gallons of water have been delivered to locations in the county for firefighting. The
delinquent tax house will be torn downin 2 or 3 weeks. Miller also requests permission to adopt a Utility
Relocation Agreement, which contractors sign off on that the contractor is responsible for relocating
utilities and not the county.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To adopt the Utility Relocation Agreement.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Franchuk presents extensions for Fisher Sand & Gravel CUP gravel permits, one for 30 acres and one for
10 acres. These CUPs have been in place since May, 2003.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the renewal of the Conditional Use Permit for the 30-acre parcel.

All voted aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White
To approve the 10-acre tract and renewal of the Conditional Use Permit for Fisher Sand & Gravel.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Franchuk presents CUP 01-2026 Mary Jo & Zane Wicks requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a kennel
and associated uses on an approximately 40-acre property located in the NW % of the NW % of Section
28, Township 139N, Range 92W.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve CUP 01-2026 application by Mary Jo & Zane Wicks for a kennel facility.

Roll call: Clarys —aye, White —aye, Marsh — aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — abstain, motion carried.

Franchuk presents a Temporary Use Permit TUP 01-2026 for a hot mix asphalt plant operation for
Central Specialties, Inc., on approximately 67.82 acres located in the W % of the NW % of Section 22,
Township 140N, Range S5W.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve TUP 01-2026 application by Central Specialties, Inc.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents an application to renew the gaming authorization for Regent Development Corporation
for gaming at the Lefor KC Club.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the application of Regent Development Corporation for a gaming site at the Lefor KC Club.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Schatz presents an invoice from Martin’s Welding and Refrigeration to replace the HVAC system in the

Clerk of Courts' office for $23,805.58, requesting approval for it to be paid out of the Capital Improvement
fund.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To pay $23,805.58 out of Capital Improvements.
Roll call: White —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.



Messer opens the 10:00 a.m. abatement hearing for Ryan and Cassandra Blotske. Chris Dickinson, City
of Dickinson Assessor, advises that they made a visit to this residence and there were errors in the City’s
system, and the square footage of the home has been lowered by 298 sq ft, the basement living area
was lowered by 409 sq ft, and the garage sq ft was lowered for a total of about $84,000. He
recommends the change from $468,000 to $384,000.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the application for abatement to $384,000.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Engelstad introduces Katie Kabel, Victim Witness, who requested out-of-state training approval for Las
Vegas at the end of July to attend a National Victim-Based training relating to gang violence and human
trafficking. It is approximately $3,000 and will be funded by the VOCA grant.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the out-of-state travel.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer says he has taken several contractors, construction managers, and architects through the armory
and asked what their concerns would be with the armory, and there don’t appear to be any major issues.
He says the next step, if they wish to proceed, would be to engage a mechanical or construction engineer.
Messer asks if there should be a work discussion on this subject. White is concerned with the total cost,
and potentially, the cost could be lowered for the county. Messer discusses potentially separating the
LEC land from the armory. Messer says it would be approximately $1.6 million to rehab the armory, and
we would never build for that. There will be a special meeting for further discussion on May 19, 2026, at
8:00 a.m to discuss the city/county purchase agreement.

Messer notes there are no public appearance requests.
The total of all bills approved from April 8, 2026 through May 5, 2026 equals $814,254.12.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
at any time during normal business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 10:21 a.m., Commissioner Clarys SECONDED,
Adjourned.
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