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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE STARK COUNTY COMMISSION
May 19, 2026

Chairman Messer called the special meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
8:00 a.m. Commissioners present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys (on Zoom), Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer,
and Cory White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Sheriff Corey Lee, Emergency Service Alaynea Scott, and Buildings and Grounds Wayne
Schatz.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To ratify the agenda as presented.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer apens the discussion on the purchase agreement with the City of Dickinson on the Armory and
adjacent land. White says he has a concern about the cost of the property and feels these properties
should be split instead of one proposal. Messer says under the original agreement (1982), the Dickinson
PD and the Sheriff were in the building. Lee clarifies that the PD left in 2015, and the Sheriff took over the
area the PD vacated. He says it is becoming apparent that the jail needs some growth, and they could
modify the current Sheriff area and give it to the jail. He also says being on campus with the jail is the
perfect scenario for the Sheriff department, as they interact with the jail multiple times a day. White asks
if there have been any shared costs between the city and the county since 2015. Dustin Dassinger, City
of Dickinson Administrator, says the only shared costs have been improvements to the gun range
downstairs. He says that after the city moved out, there were some payments made by the city for some
lighting improvements. Richard says after the city moved out, the county and SWMCCC went 50/50 on
the LEC cost maintenance. Dassinger says the city currently views this as a joint package with the land
under the LEC and the Armory. Messer asks what the city plans to do with the land under the LEC if the
county doesn’t purchase it. Dassinger says the city may approach the county with a tenant/landlord type
agreement, as they own the land under the building. Messer feels it makes sense to separate the land
from the Armory, and the next step is to determine if this is worth pursuing and allocate some money to
do the necessary inspections. A structural, mechanical, and environmental inspection would be needed,
and he feels $30,000 would cover all of those.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To authorize up to $30,000 from the General account for the inspections: mechanical, environmental, and
structural.

Roll call: Marsh — aye, Franchuk — aye, White — aye, Clarys — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Messer suggests forming a group to gather input and comparable information to present to the city
regarding the segregation of this transaction. White would like to be on the committee. Clarys says he
would be comfortable with the market data Messer brings to the table.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Marsh

To have White and Messer sit down independently to make a recommendation to the commission.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer notes there are no public appearance requests.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 8:35 a.m., Commissioner Franchuk SECONDED,
Adjourned.
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