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Vice Chairman Clarys called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:31 a.m. Commissioners present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer (on Zoom),
and Cory White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Road Supervisor Todd Miller, Human Resources loetta Pearcy, Buildings and Grounds Wayne
Schatz, Planning and Zoning Steve Josephson, County Agent Kurt Froelich, and Emergency Services
Director Alaynea Scott.

Marsh adds his position with the Park Board Portfolio. Clarys adds the Green 19 gaming application and
removes the Auditor closure.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White

To ratify the agenda as amended.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Clarys calls for approval of the minutes of the February 3, 2026 meeting.
MOTION BY: White = SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Clarys calls for approval of the minutes of the February 19, 2026 meeting.
MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the February 19th minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Franchuk questions the accounts payable from the Sheriff’s budget for candy at $3,450.00, and asks if it's
for Easter candy, as he thought that was funded by the Deputy Association and donations. Lieutenant
Hoff says if it was for candy, then it would be a SCAD purchase and not a county expense.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White

To approve the accounts payable and be reimbursed for the $3,450.92.

Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

Clarys recognizes Mya Kuntz for 10 years of service to the State’s Attorney's office.

Clarys says there is a recommendation from the Park Board to move forward with the repairs at the
Speedway, and the commission will need to decide how to fund that. Franchuk thinks we could use the
CARES Act funds transferred to the general fund. Clarys says we need to have a lease agreement with
the new group at the Speedway in place, and we need to have that in place before moving forward with
the construction. Clarys calls for a motion to move forward with the Park Board recommendation to
approve the bid from Tooz Construction for $230,000.00.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White

To approve the bid from Tooz Construction for $230,000.00 to come from the General fund from the
money we had for the CARES Act.

Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh — abstain, Messer — nay, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: Messer SECONDED BY: White
To approve that the expenditures for the improvement of the track be capped at $230,000.00.
Roll call: Messer — aye, White — aye, Marsh — abstain, Franchuk - aye, Clarys —aye, motion carried.

Darcy Dennis, representing SW Speedway, addresses the commission and says they are planning to
meet tomorrow night to set up a board, 501c3, insurance, etc., and will bring that information to the
next meeting if the commission would like to see it. Messer would like to see the new lease contain a
provision that mowing and weed spraying be completed by the lessee.

Clarys presents an electric proposal for lights at the fairgrounds for $8,500.00.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — abstain, Messer — aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

Marsh discusses that his sitting as the park portfolio holder could come back as a conflict of interest, as
he runs the beer garden at the speedway. He asks if maybe there should be a different person in charge



of parks; he doesn’t want to have anything misconstrued as a conflict of interest on his part. Messer
and Marsh will discuss this when Messer returns.

Lieutenant Hoff presents the February Sheriff report. He notes 6 truck reg stops and 3 overweight fines,
as Hiltunen is now working in truck reg. He reports on a murder that took place, and that from the time
of the first phone call reporting the incident until the suspect was taken into custody was 2 hours and 23
minutes. He thanked the many agencies that have assisted the Sheriff's Department in this incident.

Hoff discusses that a 5-year contract for cameras that is expiring in October of 2026. He is gathering
quotes and will bring them to the commission, in 2021, it was $383,000 for 5 years. It could possibly be
moved into the 2027 budget.

Hoff requests out-of-state travel for training for Masters to attend the Special Operations Training
Association annual training conference in Duluth, April 19 — 21, training and motel are paid, so it is just
travel and per diem. He also requests out-of-state travel for Klatt to attend a 12-week canine training in
Buffalo, MN, from March 9 to May 29, where he would be attending as an instructor. He would then be
a certified USPCA trainer. Klatt was invited at no cost; we would be responsible for travel, lodging,
wages, and per diem.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White
To approve out-of-state travel for Sergeant Masters.
Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Marsh
To approve out-of-state travel for Corporal Klatt.
Roll call: White — aye, Messer — aye, Marsh — aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

Hoff also says Greg Barros was with the Dickinson Police Department for 29 years, and then with the
Sheriff’'s Department for 5 years, lastly serving as a reserve officer until he retired last year. He is looking
for approval to retire his service pistol to Barros’s possession, with a value of approximately $255.00.
MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Messer

To approve.

DISCUSSION: Engelstad expresses concern with gifting, NDCC 11.27.01, says you can dispose of property
with a value of less than $1000 without putting it up for bid, and a value would need to be set on this.
Clarys asks if the deputy association could purchase this and then gift it. Hoff says potentially. Engelstand
says she would need to do some additional research.

Messer withdraws his second, and Marsh withdraws his motion. It will be tabled until the next meeting.

Miller presents the road report, crews have been repairing and servicing equipment, tree clearing, and
will be hauling scoria. Flex funding for the bridge replacement in Belfield will be bid in mid-May. 5 bridges
will be removed and made into low-water crossings by county employees. Crack sealing will begin in a
few weeks.

Fire Chief Jeremy Presnell presents the Dickinson EMS annual report. He reviewed sources of income and
the grants they have received. Revenues have continued to grow, and they are averaging $673.00 per
call. They had anticipated a 50% collection rate but are seeing approximately 70%. They have partnered
with the CTE and DSU for fire certification, and there will be a Paramedic program, hopefully in the fall at
DSU. It will be the first bachelor's level in EMS in ND. They will also expand the fire science program into
a bachelor's program.

Clarys presents a MOU with the City of Dickinson to move forward with a Public Safety 1% City wide sales
tax, a partnership between the city and the county, 80% to the city and 20% to the county. This will be
on the June 9 primary ballot.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh

To go ahead with the Safety Sales Tax MOU with the City of Dickinson.

Roll call: Franchuk —aye, Marsh —aye, White — aye, Messer — aye, Clarys —aye, motion carried.

Chris Ryan, representing Gevo, introduced his company to the commission, they are the new owner of
the Ethanol Facility in Richardton. They are currently making low-carbon ethanol, but are designing a
plant to make low-carbon ethanol jet fuel. They also can capture CO2 and sequester it underground,
generating a revenue stream. This jet fuel facility will be built next to the ethanol plant at the
Richardton site. He introduces representatives from Zero6, who partners with them to create low-
carbon energy. They work with all types of energy generation that reduce carbon emissions: wind,
solar, natural gas, hydrogen production, nuclear, etc. The goal is to find what is the right fit to maximize
the value of the Gevo product and the area they are in. They are looking at areas within 15 miles of the
plant to work with a pocket of neighbors to develop energy development for the plant. They are
considering wind energy generation.



Break 11:13 a.m. to 11:29 a.m.

Richard opened the following County Road Bids:

Bituminous Pavement: Northern Improvement

Gravel Crushing: Fisher Sand & Gravel

Equipment Rental: Northern Improvement, Baranko Brothers, Hlebechuk Construction, Schwartz
Construction, K&T Services, Total Control, Tooz Construction, Jurgens Operating

Fencing: Ruckus Services LLC, Tescher Fencing, Ty Newton Fencing

Josephson presents RZ 01-2026 Dakota Hayes requesting a rezoning from Agriculture to Estate
Residential for approximately 11.70 acres located in the NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 28, Township
139N, Range 95W.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve RZ 01-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents MSP 02-2026 Dakota Hayes requesting approval of a minor subdivision plat of the
Wolf Acres Subdivision for an approximately 11.70-acre property located in the NW1/4 of the NW1/4 of
Section 28, Township 139N, Range 95W. '
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve MSP 02-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents RZ 02-2026 Russ and Kristin Schmidt requesting a rezoning from Agriculture to
Agricultural Residential for approximately 10 acres located in the NE1/4 of Section 31, Township 139N,
Range 95W.

MOTION BY: Marsh ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve RZ 02-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents MSP 03-2026 Russ and Kirstin Schmidt requesting approval of a minor subdivision plat
of the R&K Schmidt Subdivision for approximately 10 acres located in the NE1/4 of Section 31, Township
139N, Range 95W.

MOTION BY: White = SECONDED BY: Marsh

To approve MSP 03-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents code amendment ZTA 01-2026 to Section 3.10 Floodplain Management in Stark
County.

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve ZTA 01-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents code amendment ZTA 02-2026 to Section 6.3 Commercial Feed Lots, bringing the
zoning ordinance into compliance with the Department of Environmental Quality.

MOTION BY: Franchuk  SECONDED BY: White

To approve ZTA 02-2026.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents code amendment ZTA 03-2026, which amends the zoning code to allow for
consistency —amends 4.1, 5.6, 5.6.1, 5.6.2, and 7.17. Messer questions the 125 feet right of way for tree
planting of 7.17, and is concerned it may infringe on property owner rights in subdivisions. After
discussion, it was decided that this concern could go back to the Zoning board for further consideration.
MOTION BY: Messer  SECONDED BY: White

To approve ZTA 03-2026, excluding the portion of 7.17 tree planting.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Miller reports that all bids were sufficient.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve all bids for contract work for the county.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Scott presents a lease agreement with Dave Bauer for a radio tower, requesting approval to renew for 5
years at $300 per year.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To renew the lease for the radio tower.

Roll call: Marsh — aye, Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Messer — aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.



Scott presents a contract amendment for the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan with SRF. The contract isin
the final stages, and there are revisions needed to go through FEMA, so they would like to increase the
contract from $90,752.00 to $100,752.00.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve.

Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, Clarys —aye, motion carried.

Pearcy presents a tuition reimbursement for Ryan Fahy, who is finishing his degree and has one class
left. The estimated cost is $754.68.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the amount requested by Ryan Fahy for $754.38 for tuition reimbursement.

Roll call: White —aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — aye, Marsh —aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

Pearcy presents a tuition reimbursement request for Brad Banyai, who is working on his bachelor's
degree in Emergency Management and Homeland Security. The estimated cost is $1,738.00, and we
can award up to a maximum of $1,500.00.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve $1,500.00.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — aye, Marsh — aye, Clarys —aye, motion carried.

Richard presents a gaming application for American Legion Post #3 at Green 19 at the golf course. They
would like to place 5 electronic pull tab machines and 2 regular pull tab machines.

MOTION BY: Messer  SECONDED BY: White

To approve.

Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Messer — aye, Marsh —aye, Clarys — aye, motion carried.

Public Comments:

Jeff Ficek, representing SW Patriots, says that as the election session comes up, anyone running for
office is welcome to present themselves to the public for 5 minutes. Next meeting is March 10 at the
Eagles Club at 7:00 p.m.

Jody Kuntz expressed concern to the commission regarding Gevos and the companies they are
connected to. She also expressed concern about injecting CO2 into the ground and displacing mineral
ownership.

The total of all bills approved from February 4, 2026 through March 3, 2026 equals $1,090,427.54.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
at any time during normal business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 12:24 p.m., Commissioner Franchuk SECONDED,
Adjourned.

Karen Richard, Auditor Neal Messer, Chairman




