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Chairman Messer called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:50 a.m. Commissioners present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, Sheriff Corey Lee, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Information Technology Jeremiah Kirkpatrick, Road Supervisor Todd Miller, Human Resources
Joetta Pearcy, Buildings and Grounds Wayne Schatz, Tax Director Natalie Wandler, Planning and Zoning
Steve Josephson, and Emergency Services Director Alaynea Scott.

White adds Road Department payments. Marsh adds Home Rule.
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To ratify the agenda as amended.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the January 6, 2026 meeting.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve the January 6, 2026 meeting minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the January 20, 2026 meeting.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the January 20" commission meeting minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

White adds Ardella Veverka - $30,754.50 and Raymond J Veverka - $30,754.50.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the accounts payable with the additions.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys — aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh —aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Messer presents years of service recognition to Karen Richard - 5 years, and John Schaper — 10 years.

Park Board Items

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the tractor lease and waiver of liability form.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Lee presents his January 2026 Sheriff report. Lee requests approval for out-of-state travel for Wandler to
travel to Wisconsin for training, June 16-20 — cost is approximately $458.50 out of his training budget.
MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve out-of-state travel for Wandler to attend training.

All voted aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve the Mental Health Screening contract to be signed.
Roll call: White — aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Lee also advises that he visited with the Gladstone City Commission about raising the speed limit
through Gladstone from 25 mph to 35 mph, but it was met with resistance, so the speed limit will not be
changing.

Messer opens the Abatement Hearings at 10:00 a.m.

Wandler presents the abatement application for Sanford Grub & Pub for the year 2023. The City of
Dickinson did grant a reduction of $1.7 million. Jim Dahl, Ryan LLC, representing Sanford’s, appeared via
Zoom. Dahl says the original application had an offer of $1,432,500 based on the rents that were in
place on that property. They also presented at the City of Dickinson meeting 3 sales that supported a
reduction in value, and at that time increased their offer to $1,700,000, and agreed it is a fair resolution.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve the abatement reducing the value of Sanford’s Grub & Pub for the 2023 tax year to $1.7
million.

Roll call: Clarys — aye, White —aye, Franchuk —aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.



Wandler presents the abatement application for Menards, saying the City made no change to the 2023
value. Dahl says the assessment is at $26,228,300, and their original offer was $20,600,000 based on a
cost evaluation. At the City meeting, they increased their offer to $23,280,000; this abatement wasn’t
approved by the city.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To keep the valuation as is for the 2023 year.

Roll call: Clarys — aye, Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh —aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Wandler presents the Spartan Nash abatement application; the original value was at $10,879,599, and
the city moved to reduce it to $7.5 million. Dahl says an appraisal was completed for financing at
$5,630,000. Would like the commission to consider $6,360,000. The city set the value at $7.5 million.
MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To set the 2023 value at $7.5 million.

Roll call: Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, White — aye, Marsh —aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Dustin Dassinger, City of Dickinson, presented information on the potential sale of city-owned property.
The first property is the Armory, which is appraised at $670,000. The second property is the land under
the LEC building, which is appraised at $1,540,000. He would like to offer both properties to the county
for sale at $2.5 million, which would include an MOU for the fiber optics, shooting range, utility
easement, and a first right of refusal for the city. Messer says they will take this under advisement and
have a meeting in a few weeks. Dassinger will open the building at a set date so the commissioners can
walk through it.

Linda Carlson, City of Dickinson, provided information on the sales and use tax, which is currently at
6.5%, of which 5% is state and 1.5% is city. In 2025, the 1% generated $7,636,071. The Gross
Production tax in 2025 was $16,474,181, down just over $1 million from 2024. The city levied $4.7
million for 2026. The general fund property tax covers approximately 30% of the public safety budget
for a year.

Scott Decker, City of Dickinson, presented the proposed draft measure 1% safety tax. They are hoping
to put this sales tax on the June ballot for the vote of the people, as a means of financing for public
safety in the city of Dickinson and the surrounding county. They are asking for the County’s support of
this tax, and through a joint powers agreement, 20% of the sales tax would be appropriated to the
county for the sole purpose of funding county public safety. He stresses this is not just a City of
Dickinson tax; this is for anyone who spends money in our community. Messer says this will be
reviewed and brought back up at the February 19" meeting.

Miller reports the Road Department is repairing and servicing road, fair, and weed equipment, along
with continuing tree clearing in the county right of way. Miller asks for commission approval on the
CMLC revision for Dickinson and Stark County areas by the Federal Highway.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve Stark County’s acceptance of the proposed County Major Collectors revisions by Federal
Highway in the Dickinson and Stark County areas.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer also requests permission for the Auditor to advertise a call for bids for fencing, equipment rentals,
crushing, and bituminous pavement.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To have the Auditor put out for bidding for fencing, crushing, and bituminous pavement.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Miller presents a waiver approval for the use of Stark County-owned equipment so that contractors can
use our equipment. Engelstad has drafted this waiver.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve the waiver.

DISCUSSION: White says he is not in favor of someone using Stark County equipment unless we know
they have the training to run that equipment.

Roll call: Franchuk —aye, Clarys —aye, White - nay, Marsh — nay, Messer — nay, motion failed.

Miller will refine the policy and bring it back at a later meeting.

Miller asks for the commission to approve Highlands Engineering for the engineering and bidding
services for the bridge replacement project in Belfield.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer discusses 137 1%t Ave SW, which is a property that was a tax forfeiture, and the county is in
ownership of now. The city has condemned the property. He had a contractor take a look at how much



it would cost to demolish the property, without the garage, and they came back with a price between
$12,000 and $14,000. Messer is wondering if the road department could do the demolition. Miller is
concerned about asbestos, which would be expensive. Messer recommends the road department look at
the property and recommend what is the best path going forward.

Jeremy Wood, Northern Plains Engineering, updated the commission on the 32" and 107" project, and
the final payment request has been sent in; this project is then complete. He also notes that the three
Flex funding applications were not selected, so those projects are currently on hold.

Josephson presents MSP 01-2026 Skyline Assets LLC request for a minor subdivision plat of the Skyline 2™
Subdivision, being the replat of Lots 1-3, Block 2 of Skyline Subdivision for a 15.06-acre property located
in the SE % of the SW % and Government Lot 4 of Section 7, Township 140N, Range 96W.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve MSP 01-2026 Skyline Assets.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Josephson presents renewal of the Dunn County Sand and Gravel Conditional Use Permit, located in the
W of the W¥ of Section 34, Township 139N, Range 91.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the Dunn County Gravel renewal permit.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Scott reports that she is looking to bring in a Hazmat workshop at a cost of $40,124.01. The goal of this
workshop is to facilitate a hazmat incident and test our current plan. She has received a grant to pay for
half, LEPC will pay for $9,000, and the rest will come from her budget. She is looking for approval from
the commission to proceed.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve the Hazmat training.

Roll call: Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Pearcy advises we currently use the Village for our Employee Assistance Program contractor, but she has
looked into a contract with CHI, and the cost is cheaper, and they have local people to see, as the Village
is typically virtual visits. She is looking for approval to change providers.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To change Employee Assistance Program providers.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Clarys says Ziman has resigned from the Weed Board. Jack Dahl has applied for the vacant position, and
the Weed Board recommends approval.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To appoint Mr. Jack Dahl to the Stark County Weed Board for District 5.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Clarys presents the Weed Board District Map and says there has been a vacancy in District 4 for quite
some time; this is the least populated district. The Weed Board is proposing changing the border of
District 4 and adding township 139-98 and moving 138-99 into District 1. The rationale is to bring more
population into District 4 and increase the potential pool for new Weed Board members.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To change the Stark County Weed Board map to have District 1 include 138-99 and to include 139-98 in
District 4.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents the current 2025 State-Adi distributions and is looking for the commission’s approval for
2026 or if they would like to make any changes. She says the Road Special Projects fund is currently
receiving 18% and has about $1 million in the fund, and has nothing tied to it, and the Senior Citizens fund
is at 1%, and there are questions on their funding and spending. Messer recommends leaving as is. The
road special projects fund has increased, but 3 flex pay projects were just rejected, and we could use the
funding for those.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To maintain the distribution as is.

All voted aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White
To increase the Park salary for Elkins to $22.73 and to create and fund the additional assistant position.
Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer —aye, motion carried.

Messer brings up some concerns regarding the funding for the Fair board; they typically get % mil -
$125,000.00, and he asks if we continue that going forward. Richard has concerns with some of the



bookkeeping that is going on the fair board side. Marsh says it is a group of volunteers, and no one has
time to give. Richard says Bailey is doing the bookwork and is a county employee. White questions who
assigned that to her. Marsh says she is doing the things that Heiser had previously done. Messer asks if
we could put a list of requirements together, such as an annual budget, before they get their check.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To authorize the Auditor to gather further documentation prior to releasing the check for $125,000.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Marsh addressed Home Rule again and wonders if there is any interest in pursuing the Home Rule Charter.
Messer says that without revenue actions, there are limited benefits of Home Rule Charters. He feels this
is a cause looking for a leader.

Messer says there will be a special commission meeting on the 19™ of February at 1:00 p.m., followed by
the Park Board at 2:00 p.m.

Marsh would like to have a recap from the City on how the Ambulance Service is doing. Clarys agrees
and suggests we get them on the next meeting agenda.

Jody Kuntz made a public comment with concerns and wants to push support for public safety. She
expressed concerns about the road conditions and would like to see more funding for that. She is also
concerned that there was an increase in stomach cramping in the community last week, and wonders
what happened and if that should be looked into.

The total of all bills approved from January 7, 2026 through February 3, 2026 equals $1,496,638.53.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
at any time during normal business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 11:50 a.m., Commissioner Clarys SECONDED,
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Karen Richard, Auditor Neal Messer, Chairman




