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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE STARK COUNTY COMMISSION
October 22, 2025

Chairman Messer called the special meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
8:00 a.m. Commissioners Present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White (via Zoom). Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, Sheriff Corey Lee, State’s
Attorney Amanda Engelstad, County Recorder Kim Kasian, Maintenance Wayne Schatz, and Emergency
Services Director Alaynea Decker.

Messer calls for approval of the agenda.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve the agenda.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard informs the commissioners that she had sent letters to the three cities with delinquent tax
properties (Richardton, Taylor, and Dickinson) to inform them that they have thirty (30) days to
purchase the delinquent properties before the Delinquent Property Sale scheduled for November 18,
2025.

Messer asked three times if anyone had comments regarding the delinquent property tax approved
minimum sale prices. Hearing none, Messer asked for the approval of the commission approved
minimum sales prices as presented.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve the minimum sales prices as presented.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer asks landowner, Dean Karsky, to present his section line petition. Dean Karsky discussed his
ongoing issues with people using the section line near his property for recreational purposes, which
causes damage to his crops and the section line. State’s Attorney Amanda Engelstad provides a legal
opinion that section lines are created congressionally to allow section lines to be open for public use;
however, under certain circumstances, the section lines can be opened or closed by the city or county.
This section line easement differs from improved roads. It is the Attorney General’s opinion that the
county should always warn the landowner that the closure will not be permanent and the easement can
be utilized by the county again at any given time. Dean Karsky expressed understanding.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To close the section line as per the petition that was presented at the October 7, 2025, meeting.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Sheriff Corey Lee requests that the section line closure begin at 35" Street Southwest to prevent people
from going onto Mr. Karsky’s property. Messer says the petition requests that it begin seven hundred
feet (700 ft) south of 35™ Street Southwest. Messer suggests approval of the current petition, and Mr.
Karsky can submit another petition for the remaining seven hundred feet (700 ft).

Richard asks how the section line closure should be recorded. County Recorder Kim Kasian recommends
that a description of closure, including the legal description, should be recorded, and public notice
should be made. Richard says she will email Andrew from Highlands Engineering to obtain the necessary
documents for the section line closure.

Commissioner Franchuk made a MOTION to adjourn at 8:17 a.m. Commissioner Clarys SECONDED,
Adjourned.
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