BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
NEAL MESSER, Chairman
PAUL CLARYS, Vice-Chair
BERNIE MARSH

DEAN FRANCHUK y DEPUTY AUDITOR
CORY WHITE ‘North Dakota Lana Jahner

AUDITOR
KAREN RICHARD

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE STARK COUNTY COMMISSION
January 6, 2026

Chairman Messer called the regular meeting of the Stark County Board of Commissioners to order at
9:30 a.m. Commissioners present: Dean Franchuk, Paul Clarys, Bernie Marsh, Neal Messer, and Cory
White. Department Heads Present: Auditor Karen Richard, Sheriff Corey Lee, State’s Attorney Amanda
Engelstad, Information Technology Jeremiah Kirkpatrick, Road Supervisor Todd Miller, Human Resources
Joetta Pearcy, Buildings and Grounds Wayne Schatz, County Agent Kurt Froelich, and Emergency
Services Director Alaynea Scott. Tax Director Natalie Wandler

Messer opens the floor for nominations for Chairman.
MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys
To nominate Neal Messer as Chair.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer opens the floor for nominations for Vice-Chair.

Marsh nominates Corey White. Franchuk nominates Paul Clarys.

Roll call: Franchuk — Clarys, Marsh — White, Clarys — Clarys, White — White, Messer — Clarys. Messer
appoints Clarys as Vice-Chair.

Marsh adds a discussion on home-rule. White adds construction easements for the road.
MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: White

To ratify the agenda as amended.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the December 2, 2025 meeting.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve the minutes from the December 2, 2025 meeting.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Messer calls for approval of the minutes of the December 29, 2025 meeting.
MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: White

To approve the December 29, 2025 minutes.

All voted aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve the accounts payable.
Roll call: Franchuk —aye, White — aye, Marsh— aye, Clarys— aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Julie Obrigewitsch, Stark County Spirit of Excellence Award, presents the latest winner - Seth O’Donnell.
O’Donnell was presented the award on December 16, 2025, for being a Good Samaritan / Random Act of
Kindness. In August of 2024, he responded quickly to an automobile accident until help arrived. His
calm, decisive actions made a life-saving difference, and because of his selfless actions at that moment,
the injured party did survive. Obrigewitsch says the next nomination deadline is March 15, 2026.

Messer presents Years of Service Recognition to the following: 10 years to Wanda Klein and 5 years to
Joetta Pearcy. He also announces that Kurt Froelich was awarded the AGSCO Excellence in Extension
Award from the NDSU Ag Department.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To lend the DSU Ag Department the use of the Park Dept. tractor, with a signed waiver.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Tracy Tooz provides updates on the construction of the buildings on the Fairgrounds.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh

To get bids for the repairs at the Speedway and Motocross Track.

DISCUSSION: Clarys notes that this is a single package bid, and that they are looking for a general
contractor.

All voted aye, motion carried.



Lee presents his December 2025 report. He announces the following promotions have taken place:
Hiltunen — Truck Reg, Fahy — Sergeant, Eldridge — Corporal, and White will be taking Eldridge’s position
on the road.

There are going to be two vacant positions for Deputies in the Courthouse. Over the past couple of
years, he has been trying to get the Courthouse Deputies up to the wage of the other Deputies. He is
requesting that the starting wage for Courthouse Deputies be increased, as they have had 2 people back
out on the position when offered the current starting wage. Lee would like it to be bumped to $70,000
and feels there is room in his budget.

MOTION BY: Marsh SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To raise the Courthouse Deputies to the starting wage of all Deputies in Stark County.

Roll call: Marsh —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys— aye, White — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Lee says there was a Civil Inservice the 1*' week of December in Bismarck, and they learned that most
departments are charging a $20.00 administrative fee. With the number of papers that were served in
2024, that administrative fee would have equated to $60,000 to $65,000. He would like to amend the
fee schedule to add the $20.00 administrative fee.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To amend the Civil Service fee schedule.

Roll call: Franchuk — aye, Clarys —aye, White — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Lee requests approval for travel to Chandler, AZ, for Sergeant Kensinger to attend Taser Instructor
Training. This would allow him to train other instructors. The cost for travel is approximately $2,082.00
in addition to the cost of the training. The training would be in March, and this would be in the Sheriff's
budget.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh

To approve.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Lee reports that for many years, traffic deaths were the leading cause of death for Law Enforcement
officers. In 2025, he noticed that gunfire is now the leading cause of death. In research, he found that
2017 was the last year that traffic deaths were the leading cause of death.

Miller presents the county road report, they are transferring scoria to some low-traveled roads when
the weather permits, and also tree clearing. He reports for 2025 they spent the following: Blading —
6,471 hours, pavement repairs — 1,504 hours, hauling materials — 7,963 hours, hauling to stockpiles - 583
hours, hauling water for dust control — 1,273 hours, snow removal - 621 hours, sign replacement - 554
hours, and fairgrounds - 477 hours.

Miller gives Northern Plains’ report on construction projects: 32" and 107" is complete and are waiting
for final documents from the contractor; 131°' and 48" is complete except for a punchlist item; 33 and
110" is complete, and the final pay estimate has been submitted.

Miller requests approval for payment for the temporary construction easements for the project on 33"
and 110",

MOTION BY: White  SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve payment for 5 parcels at $600.00 a piece for a total of $3,000.00 to Schank Trust.

Roll call: White —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Franchuk
To approve payment for $600.00 for Renee Paasch.
Roll call: White —aye, Franchuk — aye, Clarys — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.

Andrew Krebs, KLJ, updates on their current projects: The roundabout final easement was signed and
are waiting on comments from the DOT on the draft environmental document; the 38'™ St structure
replacement is complete and waiting on DOT final approval; the West Broadway overlay is complete
and the DOT approved a chip seal in 2026; the 30™ St structure replacement has completed hydraulics,
they are working on design and permitting, and the project is planned to be bid this spring for 2026
construction —a Corp Permit Application needs to be executed; the Chip Seal project is planned to be
bid this spring.

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve executing the Corp. Permit Application.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Schatz presents an updated contract for cleaning at the 2680 Empire location for approval to execute.
MOTION BY: White ~ SECONDED BY: Clarys

To use this MSA.

Roll call: White — aye, Clarys —aye, Franchuk — aye, Marsh — aye, Messer — aye, motion carried.




MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Marsh
To reappoint Val Decker to the Stark County Housing Authority Board.
All voted aye, motion carried.

Scott presents the Emergency Management report; all lifelines are currently good. She reports on current

structure fires and that Emergency Management assisted and moved tenants over to DSU for temporary

relief from the cold, and they also placed some in motels until the Red Cross could come and assist. She

reports on the 2025 weather, it was wetter than normal with 19 inches of rain. There were 80 tornadoes

in the state compared to 17 in the previous year. The weather in the future is looking to be colder than
l normal and favoring some precipitation.

Scott presents the 2026 Burn Restriction Resolution for approval. Recreation binary explosive device
restriction when the fire restriction is set to high has been added. Marsh suggests that this be advertised
when raising the fire bans.

MOTION BY: Clarys SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To authorize the resolution.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents the pledge of assets for approval:

Bravera — pledged for $9,000,000.00 and market value of $9,012,610.00
Dakota Community — pledged for $625,000.00

MOTION BY: White SECONDED BY: Franchuk

To approve.

All voted aye, motion carried.

Richard presents a list of potential 2026 polling locations. She is looking for approval of the 2026 polling
locations as presented and giving the County Auditor the authority to change polling locations if an issue
arises.

MOTION BY: Franchuk SECONDED BY: Clarys

To approve.

All voted aye, motion carried.

would need to be on the primary election if there is interest. Messer says at the Commission Summit, it
was a topic of discussion, and that with the current caps, it is an opportunity to have an offset to revenue.
Clarys would like to know the advantages and disadvantages. Messer has some information he will give
to Richard to distribute.

l Marsh discusses home rule and is wondering if the county is interested in considering home rule, as it

Messer discusses portfolio assignments; all Commissioners say they are comfortable with their current
assignments, so Messer says they will remain as they were in 2025.

Wandler introduces the new City of Dickinson Assessor, Chris Dickinson. Dickinson introduces himself to
the commission.

Messer notes there are no public comments.
The total of all bills approved from December 30, 2025 through January 6, 2026 equals $817,965.26.

The Stark County Auditor's office has a detailed list of bills paid by check and ACH that can be inspected
anytime during regular business hours.

Commissioner White made a MOTION to adjourn at 10:43 a.m., Commissioner Franchuk SECONDED,

Adjourned. ;
e

Karen Richard, Auditor Neal Messer, Chairman




